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Bless your Advent wreath. 
Light one of the violet 
candles marking the 
season’s first week as you 
sing a verse of “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel.”

In today’s Gospel, the cen-
turion says, “Lord, I am not 
worthy to have you enter 
under my roof.” Make read-
ing the daily readings a part 
of your Advent this year.    

Parents, “by word and 
example, are the first 
heralds of the faith with 
regard to their children” 
(Lumen Gentium, no. 11). 
How do you foster faith in 
your home?

Today is the feast of St. 
Nicholas, a 4th century 
bishop known for his 
abundant generosity to the 
poor. Consider purchasing a 
gift for a giving tree in your 
parish or office this year. 

“Goodness always tends 
to spread . . . If we wish to 
lead a dignified and fulfilling 
life, we have to reach 
out to others and seek 
their good.” 

(Pope Francis, Evangelii 
Gaudium, no. 9)

On this Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception, 
we remember, “God came 
down from heaven, and 
from a Hebrew virgin 
assumed and clothed him-
self with flesh; and the Son 
of God lived in a daughter 
of man.” 

(St. Aristides of Athens, 
Apology, 2) 

Today, we remember St. 
Juan Diego, to whom 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
appeared in the 16th cen-
tury in what is now Mexico. 
Pray to him today for the 
protection of migrants.

Churches around the nation 
held a special collection for 
retired religious today. Pray 
for these dedicated ser-
vants of Christ as you light 
the second violet candle on 
your Advent wreath. 

“Woe to me if I do not 
preach [the Gospel]!” 
(1 Cor 9:16). Reflect today 
on how you are called to be 
a missionary disciple.

Pray to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe today that she 
may help us in “bringing the 
light and the saving truth of 
the Gospel to every corner 
of society.”  

St. Lucy, who we celebrate 
today, is the patron saint 
of the blind. How do you 
care for the vulnerable in 
your community?

St. John of the Cross, who 
we honor today, was known 
for his deep spirituality 
and compassion. Learn 
to pray the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy today. 

“Whenever our interior 
life becomes caught up 
in its own interests and 
concerns, there is no longer 
room for others, no place 
for the poor . . . the desire to 
do good fades.” 

(Pope Francis, Evangelii 
Gaudium, no. 2)

During Las Posadas, a 
reenactment of Mary and 
Joseph seeking shelter 
before the birth of Jesus, 
participants travel house 
to house and ask in the 
name of heaven for a place 
to stay. Pray for migrants 
around the world today.  

Today is Gaudete Sunday 
when we shift our reflection 
from “the Lord is coming” to 
“the Lord is near.” Rejoice 
as you light the pink candle 
on your Advent wreath. 
You are more than half way 
to Christmas!

Take time today to bless 
the family crèche. Based 
on your family’s tradition, 
you may choose to hide 
the baby Jesus until 
Christmas morning. 

“To evangelize, therefore, 
it is necessary to open 
ourselves once again to 
the horizon of God’s Spirit, 
without being afraid of what 
he asks us or of where he 
leads us. Let us entrust 
ourselves to him!” 

(Pope Francis, May 22, 
2013)

“If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make [God] 
a liar, and his word is not 
in us” (1 Jn 1:10). Have 
you gone to confession 
this Advent?

St. Peter Canisius was a 
renowned Jesuit preacher 
and Doctor of the Church. 
On his feast day, pray for 
increased vocations to the 
priesthood and conse-
crated life. 

“Spreading the Gospel 
means that we are the first 
to proclaim and live the 
reconciliation, forgiveness, 
peace, unity and love which 
the Holy Spirit gives us.”

(Pope Francis, May 22, 
2013) 

Pope Francis said of 
evangelization: “It is not 
the mission of only a few, 
but it is mine, yours and our 
mission.”  Carry the spirit 
of evangelization with you 
into the Christmas season 
and beyond.

“Behold, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall name 
him Jesus . . . and of his 
kingdom there will be no 
end.” (Lk 1:31-33)

Copyright © 2017, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. Quotes from Pope Francis, copyright © 2013, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 
Vatican City State. All rights reserved. Quotes from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 
1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Lumen Gentium quote taken from Vatican Council II: The Conciliar 
and Post Conciliar Documents edited by Austin Flannery, OP, copyright © 1975, Liturgical Press, Collegeville, MN. All rights reserved. Photo: CNS/Lisa Johnston, St Louis Review.

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/sacramentals-blessings/objects/blessing-of-an-advent-wreath.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/120417.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/toolkit/marriage-family-home-new-evangelization.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/toolkit/marriage-family-home-new-evangelization.cfm
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/pope-francis-prayer-for-the-immaculate-conception.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/pope-francis-prayer-for-the-immaculate-conception.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/prayer-to-saint-juan-diego.cfm
http://retiredreligious.org/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/090916.cfm
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/living-as-missionary-disciples/files/assets/basic-html/page-I.html
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-liberty/upload/Our-Lady-of-Guadalupe-English.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-liberty/upload/Our-Lady-of-Guadalupe-English.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/life-issues-forum/of-strollers-and-walkers.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/life-issues-forum/of-strollers-and-walkers.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/year-of-faith/how-to-pray-the-chaplet-of-divine-mercy.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/year-of-faith/how-to-pray-the-chaplet-of-divine-mercy.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/year-of-faith/how-to-pray-the-chaplet-of-divine-mercy.cfm
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
http://www.usccb.org/media/blogs-and-columns/entre-amigos/english/2012-12.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/prayer-for-migrants-and-refugees.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/sacramentals-blessings/objects/blessing-of-a-christmas-manger-or-nativity-scene.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/sacramentals-blessings/objects/blessing-of-a-christmas-manger-or-nativity-scene.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/us-bishops-pastoral-statement-on-penance-and-abstinence.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/us-bishops-pastoral-statement-on-penance-and-abstinence.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/us-bishops-pastoral-statement-on-penance-and-abstinence.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/prayers-for-vocations.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/prayers-for-vocations.cfm
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2013/documents/papa-francesco_20130522_udienza-generale.html
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/122417.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/122417.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/122417.cfm


CALENDARIO DE ADVIENTO 2017
DOMINGO LUNES MARTES MIÉRCOLES JUEVES VIERNES SÁBADO

diciembre 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24

Bendice tu guirnalda de 
Adviento. Enciende una de 
las velas violeta para mar-
car la primera semana de 
este tiempo mientras que 
cantas una estrofa de “O 
Ven, O Ven, Emmanuel.”

En el Evangelio de hoy, el 
centurión dice: “Señor, yo 
no soy digno de que entres 
en mi casa”. Este año, has 
que leer las lecturas diarias 
sea parte de tu Adviento.     

Los padres de familia, 
“deben ser para sus hijos 
los primeros predicadores 
de la fe, mediante la pal-
abra y el ejemplo” (Lumen 
Gentium, no. 11). ¿De qué 
manera fomentas la fe en 
tu hogar?

Hoy es la fiesta de San 
Nicolás, un obispo del siglo 
IV conocido por su abun-
dante generosidad con los 
pobres. Este año, considera 
comprar un regalo para el 
árbol de los regalos de tu 
parroquia o de tu oficina. 

“El bien siempre tiende 
a comunicarse . . . quien 
quiera vivir con dignidad 
y plenitud no tiene otro 
camino más que reconocer 
al otro y buscar su bien”. 

(Papa Francisco, Evangelii 
Gaudium, no. 9)

En esta Solemnidad de la 
Inmaculada Concepción, 
recordamos que “Dios bajó 
del cielo, y de una virgen 
hebrea se asumió y se 
vistió de carne; y el Hijo 
de Dios vivió en una hija 
del hombre”. 

(San Arístides de Atenas, 
Apología, 2)

Hoy recordamos a San 
Juan Diego, a quien se le 
apareció Nuestra Señora 
Guadalupe en el siglo XVI 
en lo que ahora es México. 
Hoy rézale a él por la pro-
tección de los migrantes.

Las iglesias en el país 
hoy harán una colecta 
especial para los religiosos 
jubilados. Ora por estos 
abnegados siervos de 
Cristo mientras enciendes 
la segunda vela violeta en 
tu guirnalda de Adviento. 

“¡Ay de mí, si no anuncio 
el Evangelio!” (1 Cor 9:16). 
Reflexiona hoy sobre cómo 
estás llamado a ser un 
discípulo misionero.

Rézale hoy a Nuestra 
Señora de Guadalupe 
para que ella nos ayude a 
llevar “la luz y la palabra 
salvadora del Evangelio 
a todos los confines de 
la sociedad”. 

Santa Lucia, a quien hoy 
celebramos, es la santa 
patrona de los ciegos. 
¿De qué manera cuidas 
tú a los vulnerables en tu 
comunidad?

San Juan de la Cruz, a 
quien hoy honramos, fue 
conocido por su profunda 
espiritualidad y compasión. 
Reflexiona sobre la manera 
en la que tú puedes ser más 
compasivo hacia los demás 
en este Adviento.

“Cuando la vida interior 
se clausura en los propios 
intereses, ya no hay espa-
cio para los demás, ya no 
entran los pobres . . . ya no 
palpita el entusiasmo por 
hacer el bien”. 

(Papa Francisco, Evangelii 
Gaudium, no. 2)

Durante Las Posadas, una 
recreación de cuando María 
y José buscaron un alber-
gue antes del nacimiento de 
Jesús, los participantes van 
de casa en casa y pregun-
tan en nombre del cielo un 
lugar en donde quedarse. 
Hoy oren por los migrantes 
de todo el mundo.    

Hoy es el domingo Gaudete 
(regocijo) cuando cambi-
amos nuestra reflexión de 
“el Señor ya está viniendo” 
a “el Señor ya está cerca”. 
Regocíjate mientras enci-
endes la vela rosada en tu 
guirnalda de Adviento. ¡Ya 
estás a más de la mitad del 
camino hacia la Navidad!

En este año, ¿ya has puesto 
tu pesebre navideño en tu 
hogar? Tomando en cuenta 
tu tradición familiar, puedes 
optar por esconder al Niño 
Jesús hasta la mañana 
de Navidad. 

“Para evangelizar, 
entonces, es necesario una 
vez más abrirse al horizonte 
del Espíritu de Dios, sin 
tener miedo de lo que nos 
pida y dónde nos guíe. 
¡Encomendémonos a Él!” 

(Papa Francisco, 22 de 
mayo de 2013)

“Si decimos que no hemos 
pecado, lo hacemos pasar 
por mentiroso [a Dios], 
y su palabra no está en 
nosotros” (1 Jn 1:10). ¿En 
este Adviento, ya has ido 
a confesarte?

San Pedro Canisio fue un 
renombrado predicador 
jesuita y Doctor de la 
Iglesia. En su día de fiesta, 
ora para que aumenten las 
vocaciones al sacerdocio y 
a la vida consagrada.  

“Llevar el Evangelio es 
anunciar y vivir nosotros en 
primer lugar la reconcil-
iación, el perdón, la paz, 
la unidad y el amor que el 
Espíritu Santo nos dona”.

(Papa Francisco, 22 de 
mayo de 2013)

Respecto a la evangeli-
zación, el papa Francisco 
dijo: “no sólo de algunos, 
sino la mía, la tuya, [es] 
nuestra misión.” Lleva con-
tigo el espíritu de la evan-
gelización en este tiempo 
de Navidad y después.

“Vas a concebir y a dar 
a luz un hijo y le pondrás 
por nombre Jesús . . . y su 
reinado no tendrá fin”. (Lc 
1:31-33)
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